force to reduce the city and reconquer Oudh. Mr
Gubbins had a last look at the old position from the
top of the Alambagh house. Through the glasses the
enemy could be clearly seen crowding the roof of
the Residency building, where they had already
smashed the semaphore.
At eleven o'clock on the morning of the 27th
November the march was resumed. Most of the
country was swampy or under water, and all the
heavier traffic had to keep on the narrow road. The
column was some twelve miles long, and, since the
next camp was to be not more than fifteen miles
away, the head was nearly there before the tail had
staned. The women and children and the sick and
wounded suffered much from the jolting and the
long delays.
Sir Colin was becoming every hour more anxious
for the safety of Ms communications. He had left
Major General Windham, known since Sebastopol as
cthe hero of the Redan', to hold Cawnpore with a
force that had been cut to the bone, in the hope that
he himself would return from Lucknow before
Tantia Topi's threat should develop; but the
extrication of the garrison had taken longer than he
had foreseen, and it was now ten days since there
had been any news of Windham, good or bad. The
officer commanding the post at the Bani bridge
reported that he had heard heavy firing on the
Cawnpore side all that day and the day before. It
was on the cards that Windham might have been
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